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Who is not 
satisfied with 
himself will 

grow.  
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       What do economics and pop culture; religion and 
education have to do with the church? What do the systems of 
the world have to do with us? How can we, as Christ-
followers, better live outside, next to, and beyond the world?  
       In the gospel of John Jesus prayed for his disciples. He 
was praying them into a new way of being, changing them. 
Later, the disciple, Peter, would borrow terms from the Old 
Testament to describe what they had become: A chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own 
possession. (1 Peter 2:9). Certainly, some things about their 
circumstances were going to remain the same. Genetically, 
they would still be humans—birth, breath and death just like 
the rest of the human race. But something was going to be 
different. The followers of Jesus, by virtue of the presence of 
the Spirit of God in their spiritual persons, were being enabled 
to become a uniquely identifiable group of people with 
distinct qualities and conspicuous attributes. They were going 
to be empowered to cut the cords that bound them to the 
world. The Spirit was to be the blade to sever the ties. 
       It was clear that the metamorphosis from merely human 
to redeemed human was to have far-reaching implications. 
Jesus used the term "not of this world" to suggest the habitat 
for which this peculiar people were created. Yet Jesus did not 
pray for them to be taken out of the world, only that they be 
equipped to live in it while waiting for their eternal nature to 
come out clear. They were born into eternity, but confined 
temporarily to a cramped corner of time and space called the 
world. Christ-followers were to be hybrid beings who were in 
the world, but not of it. (John 17:11; 14) 
       For this distinctly identifiable people, being "in the 
world” described where they would live, but the other side of 
the statement, not being "of the world,” spoke of how they 
would live, that they would live differently from others. 
Unfortunately, in modern evangelicalism, "in the world but 

A Better Version of Ourselves 
Outsiders Searching for a Transcendent Culture 

By Dan Mayhew 
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not of the world,” suggests a distinction without a difference. Western 
Christianity, with few reassuring exceptions, seems to have fallen victim to the 
sickness that endangered the Colossian church, namely entanglement with the 
systems of the world. Paul addressed the issue this way: "If you have died with 
Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the 
world, do you submit yourself to decrees...” (Colossians 2:20). He goes on to 
correct the church because of their tendency to embrace religious systems that 
pressed them externally to behave in a proscribed manner. Paul wanted the 
Colossians to stay free of such constraints. 

        Furthermore, Paul's concerns were not limited 
to religious systems. Later, when he describes the 
outcome of living with a kingdom focus, he 
envisions a community “in which there is no 
distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised 
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 
freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.” (Colossians 
3:11). Paul was concerned for the Colossians 
because they were being enticed by a religious 
system, but it was clear that he expected that Christ-
followers who lived consistently with their destiny 

would also live beyond ethnicity and social class. Elsewhere, he tacks gender to 
the list of worldly issues that were not relevant to them as a community. Simply 
put, Paul wanted the Colossians to walk confidently in their new life in Christ, 
blithely indifferent to systems of human construction—in the world, not of it. 
Human systems always complicate the simple rhythms of Christian living.  
       The community that Jesus had presented to his followers was simple: 
 

* You are not of this world. Don't try to live like you are. 
* Love each other. That is the mark of a disciple. 
* Serve, do not dominate or set yourself apart with titles. 
* Walk in unity with the Father. 

 

       Simple though it was, Jesus’ directive didn't prove to be easy. He had 
effectively made outsiders of his disciples. It's never easy for outsiders, 
particularly deliberate ones who act like aliens by choice. Christ-followers were 
going to be misunderstood and hated because they didn’t fit in, chose not to fit in. 
Jesus warned his disciples that the world wouldn't understand a people that 
consciously rejected it and its systems. 
       But therein lies the problem. Are we conscientiously rejecting the world? Are 
we familiar enough with the ways of the Kingdom that we can differentiate 
between it and what Paul called elementary principles—simple kid's stuff? 
(Colossians 2:20). Furthermore, are we able (more importantly, willing) to set a 
course that intentionally diverges from the world's systems and aims for a 
rendezvous with the Kingdom of God? 
       Not so much. 
       How do we Christ-followers live as outsiders—strangers and aliens—in the 
world. My view is that the systems of the world are, at their core, idolatry, that is 
they are patterns of thought and practice that are human constructions under the 
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covert supervision of the enemy of God. Now, don't get me wrong. I'm not 
thrashing in the brush looking for demons. I'd rather adopt a uniquely Christian 
worldview that puts the world—the kosmos—in its proper place relative to the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “The 
lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is clear, your whole body will be 
full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” (Matthew 
6:22-23). I italicized the last line here because that is precisely what I believe has 
happened in Western evangelicalism. Our light is darkness so we are only dimly 
aware of the rot that has eaten away at the substance of contemporary society. We 
have contented ourselves to be a “subculture” borrowing liberally from the world, 
sanitizing what we borrow to make it look "Jesusy," then consuming it—white-
bread Christianity packed with processed sugar and flour—as though it were 
actually good for us. Worse, a subculture is a culture in isolation. John Fischer said, 
 

Instead of engaging our culture in a meaningful way, 
we have often preferred a siege mentality, retreating 
into the safety of our Christian subculture. We are 
more comfortable fighting culture than we are being 
constructively involved in it. Ironically, on every front 
we mount highly charged rhetorical battles with a 
worldly culture, while at the same time, within the 
walls of our subculture, we try to imitate the worldly 
culture's nuance. (Fearless Faith. Harvest House, 
2002. p. 15)         
       Moreover, we have missed the need for what Blamires calls, “a Christian 
Mind.” (The Christian Mind. Servant Books, 1978). I think that as we press into the 
21st century, such a mind will call us beyond subculture and into transculture. 
   By transculture I'm suggesting that God is calling us to adopt values that 
transcend the values of this world. We need to imagine how Kingdom values will 
be played out in the fullness of eternity and then live those values to the extent we 
can in this dimension as we wait for that fullness to come. I'm not presenting a 
blueprint for revolt. To live the transculture we need to know ourselves well 
enough as new creatures to be able to make Kingdom choices. That is "thinking 
Christianly" (Blamires, p.44), which inevitably will run against the current of 
culture. Peterson calls it, “change by innovation.” (Church Without Walls. 
Navpress, 1992. p. 215). 
       Such change requires the posing of questions: What is our place in the world? 
What are the implications of being spirit-born and Kingdom bound? What is truly 
relevant to living as a Christ-follower, and how can we creatively live as one in the 
world without relying on world’s systems? In other words, how do we live in the 
world and not be of it? If we are to be a community that is truly an alternative to the 
world; a kinship that provides a place of faithful example where seekers may 
discover, in Christ, a relationship with the Father; and a team that moves fearlessly 
and joyously in the world carrying the good news of Jesus, then we have to get a 
grip on the answer to these questions. I think we need a better understanding of the 
Christian species so we can be a better version of ourselves. 
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By Roland Baker, Iris Ministries 

        There is a secret place, a hiding place, a lower place, a holy place 
that exceeds our dreams. It is not found in anything external and 

impersonal. It is not found simply in activity, sacrifice and dedication. It is not 
found in goals, projects, productions and progress. It is not found in finances and 
growth. It may be missed entirely even when preaching, teaching, training and 
discipling. It may be forgotten completely when evangelizing and praying for the 
sick. The greatest and most powerful gifts don't necessarily contain it. Even 
ministry to the poor may become an impersonal effort that misses that greatest and 
most intensely motivating creation of God, that supreme display of His glory: 
relationship!  
       Love is a gift of relationship, not just self-sacrifice. The secret place is not 
necessarily found in a prayer closet or a posture of soaking, or in battling for a just 
cause, or in a massive prayer and fasting effort. Even the most amazing miracles 
can leave us lonely and without relationship. We can run out of motivation 
advancing the most noble ideals and working at all levels to transform society. We 
can minister until we have no more strength, and still go home and lie in bed 
without the relationship for which our hearts are made.  
       Everything is okay with relationship. It is all that Jesus cares about, all that 
motivates Him. He could do many more amazing miracles and dazzle the world 
with His powers, but He is interested only in relationship. The entire creation, all 
the grandeur of the physical world, and all His works are designed to serve one 
thing: relationship. Revival has no content without it. Renewal and manifestations 
are pointless apart from it. Miracles only find their meaning in it. Joy is shallow 
and groundless unless rooted in it. Without relationship we are the living dead.  
       There is no pressure in genuine relationship. When it turns into work, it is gone 
and finished. It is effortless to maintain. It is not the goal of struggle, but the fire of 
life. It brings the utmost peace, and washes away all tension. It is the point of 
living, the substance of existence, the atmosphere of heaven. It motivates to heroic 
heights, bringing out our best. In relationship we know we are alive, we have 
arrived, we are satisfied. When we turn away from relationship to pursue anything 
else, we lose. We have no strength to give and love without it. It is a haven, a rock, 
a river of living water, the perfect source of motivation to keep going.  
       As our Perfect Savior, Jesus provides us with relationship. For this He died and 
rose again on our behalf. He provides not only His Word, His promises and His 
gifts, but also freely fills our lives with relationship in response to the desire He has 
put in our hearts. No guilt and condemnation can keep us from drinking in all the 
relationship with Him that we desire. Nothing in our past can block us. No attitudes 
in others can prevent us from tasting and seeing that He is good. And from this tree 
of life that is our Savior, we can branch out into more and more relationship with 
those all around us. He takes away our loneliness. In Him we end our search and 
find our destination.  

A Secret Place 
More than miracles, motivation, or ministry  
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       So in this experience of revival in Africa, our values have been refined in the 
fires of pressure, opposition and disappointment. Thousands of churches and 
testimonies of supernatural power do not keep us motivated. Huge feeding 
projects are not enough for us. We need more of a goal than to target people 
groups and disciple followers. Education and development don't keep our hearts 
alive. Mobilizing world-wide support still falls short. Academic missiology lacks 
the energy that Africa needs.  
       No, our hearts must have perfect relationship, a perfect union between us and 
our Savior, in the Holy Spirit. We were never meant to be alone for a moment. 
Our whole motive is to live life and do everything together with our God, to take 
pleasure in His company always. Our power to live comes entirely from our 
satisfying relationship with Him, and to stay there is to stay in our own private 
revival that cannot be disturbed by anything else. Only when that relationship is 
golden, incandescent and pure enough do we have the power to delight in all that 
God has richly provided for us to enjoy.  
       Therefore in Him we do not pursue revival, but rather revival pursues us! 
Church growth and miracles pursue us. His presence pursues us. He Himself 
follows us, responds to us, and takes pleasure in making us happy, for we make 
Him happy. We care how He feels. We satisfy His longing. To stay close to Him 
is no effort, but a relief, a release, a door to freedom. To get a miracle is never the 
point, but in our relationship with Him miracles are a delight for Him to perform 
on our behalf. In fact, we cannot live without miracles, and in the normal Christian 
life we recognize that everything is a miracle, "for in him we live and move and 
have our being" (Acts 17:28).  
       Leprosy and AIDS are being healed by God in our churches in DRCongo. 
Our missionaries in Sudan are being caught up to heaven in visions while 
stationed in a most dangerous environment. Our Bible school students in South 
Africa are seeing waves of healing blow through a hospital when doctors and 
nurses are absent on strike. The dead continue to be raised, and the blind and deaf 
continue to see and hear, causing whole villages to come to Jesus at a time. The 
poor and abandoned are fed and taken into families. And yet we press on to the 
best yet in Him, in faith all the way, as always! There is a massive amount of 
suffering still in Africa, but we can deal with it only as our motivation is steady, 
sure and secure, located in the unbreakable bond between us and our God and 
Savior.  

ROLLAND AND HEIDI BAKER began Iris Ministries, Inc., 
an interdenominational mission, in 1980 and have been 
missionaries for the past twenty-seven years. They write of 
their work in Mozambique, one of the poorest nations of the 
world: Iris Ministries has expanded to over 5,000 churches all 
over Mozambique and into neighboring countries. The 
disastrous flooding of 2000/2001 catalyzed an overwhelming 
hunger for the things of God in the refugee camps where we 
ministered, and the Gospel continues to spread like wildfire. We now care for almost 2,000 
children at our centers, and our churches are taking in orphans as well. Jesus is revealing 
Himself through signs and wonders, visions and dreams, and we have never seen such a 
harvest before us. May the Lord of the harvest send us workers! 
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Verse: For by Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible. All things were created by Him and for Him.  Col. 1:16.  

Concept: With His word, God spoke into existence the entire universe. He 
created earth as a very special place for him most special creation, us. Every good 
thing we enjoy is a gift from our loving Creator.  

Illustration : Let’s have a creation party! Have a discussion in your fellowship 
about God’s creation of the world. Afterwards, divide up the congregation and give 
members a plain square cake. Make available all the 
necessary items to decorate a “creation cake” one cake 
for each of the seven days that God made. You might 
include colored paper, raisins, frosting, chocolate chips, 
colored coconut, M&Ms, gum drops, licorice ropes and 
whatever else you could use to decorate a cake.  Decorate 
the cakes to illustrate:  

 

1. Creation of day and night.    2. Water and sky 
3. Land and vegetation.             4. Sun  and moon 
5. Birds and fish                        6. Animals and man 
                             7. God Rested.  
 

Some of these days take more creativity than others to represent on a cake, but 
the kids can always think of  something. When finished, have each group present 
their cake and have everyone else guess which day is represented. Put the cakes in 
order and review creation several times. End the lesson by celebrating God’s perfect 
creation with a party—including cake!  

Discussion: Read the scripture and review each day of creation. Did God make 
anything bad? What was His greatest creation? Why do you think God created so 
many beautiful and interesting things? What is your favorite creation? What are 
some of God’s funniest creations? What are some things we know about God by 
looking at his creation? (Mountains-His is big! Birds-He loves music. Flowers: He 
likes colors.) How do you know God created everything and it wasn’t  an  accident?  

Rosh Hashanah!  
Hey, Kids! Let’s Have a Party for the Whole World! 

Editor’s Note: Many Americans confess that September feels more like the beginning of a 
new year than January does. Interestingly, the Jewish sacred calendar begins in the fall.  
Some simple churches enjoy celebrating the feasts of Israel. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
and Tabernacles are possibilities. A fuller explanation of the holidays and ideas for making 
them  a part of a group celebration are is to be found in the following resources: 

Celebrate the Feasts By Martha Zimmerman (Bethany House, 1981) 
  http://www.hebrew4christians.com/holidays/holidays.html  and at  

www.mychurch.org/summit (in the media section) 
        Rosh Hashana is a new year celebration, celebrating another year since God 
created the earth. Below is an idea for group activity for your simple church 
gathering that gets everybody, young and old, involved: a birthday party for the 
earth!  (Taken from Parables—a creative guide for all ages to learn God’s word 
together  

by Micheal C. Harris. Available at www.parablescurriculum.com.) 
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Exercising Appropriate Spiritual Oversight ~ Here are four major 
safeguards the Father has given us to promote healthy house church growth and 
multiplication:  
        1) Knowing and obeying Scripture is our first major safeguard. In contrast 
to Paul & Timothy's day, we thank God that the entire body of Scripture is 
available to us, whereas their churches were fortunate if they had a handwritten 
letter (which was rare) beyond their personal experiences and oral tradition (Lk 1:1-
4). We at Isaiah 61 love reading these Scriptural accounts of how people 
walked with God back in those days, and then applying those lessons and 
guidelines to our own lives and churches, as Paul exhorts us (1 Cor 11:1; Phil 
3:17; 2 Tim 3:16-17).  
        2) Active participation of all is our second major safeguard. Closely related 
to #1. Because all our people actively participate and begin caring for one 
another from the first day they show up, their study of Scripture becomes all 
the more relevant, because they are "doing, experiencing, and applying the 
Scriptures from the very outset.”  For example, our people are constantly 
participating in each others lives in such areas as facilitating our gatherings, serving 
communion, teaching, anointing and praying for healing and wholeness, making 
church decisions as a Body, providing food and hospitality, doing the NT “one 
another’s” (loving one another, etc.), sharing in one another’s sanctification 
process, identifying and using their spiritual gifts, and doing Spirit-led evangelism 
in their workplaces and personal relationships (1 Cor 14:26). As you can see by 
the very nature of our [fellowship], people are taking a great deal of personal 
responsibility for their and each other’s faith, which keeps us all on our 
Scriptural tiptoes, and serves as a very effective safeguard against sin, division, 
and false doctrine. 
        3) Continual leadership development, training, and fellowship are our 
third major safeguard.  In general, as you can see from #2 above, continual 
leadership development is the natural result of active participation, because 
through participation our people are becoming experienced and competent in 
leadership roles and tasks. Three couples we have sent out to plant new House 
Churches so far have been with us for a season to learn and experience how our 
house church functions. Moreover, each has also brought extensive HC and/or 
conventional church leadership experience with them, which Isaiah 61 has then 
supplemented, better enabling them to “go and do likewise.”  
        Moreover, because some of our people are going to assume leadership early on 
(as with the new leaders Paul, Timothy left behind after they briefly visited a city, 



Encourage ~ “ Whom can I encourage today?” is a question we all can ask every 
day. When you know you’re going to spend some time with someone, ask God what you 
might say or do that would help that person experience a touch of God’s grace. 
        Encouragement is not advice, platitudes, or empty words...Godly encouragment 
says, “I know this must be really hard. Let me take care of the kids this afternoon. I’ll be 
right here.                                                      ~ Wayne Jacobsen. Authentic Relationships 

Leadership ~ Leadership in a home church is a corporate affair . . . This is 
countercultural thinking. Those used to being dependent on a leader must undergo a 
major change of perspective in order to realize that what happens in church is as 
dependent on them as on anyone else. This can be very scary for some people. It means 
personal risk. No longer can others be blamed for what happens!  

~Robert and Julia Banks. The Church Comes Home 

����������������������������������������� ���

Communion Ready ~  In some fellowships, communion happens spontaneously. 
Be ready for such times by keeping a can of frozen grape juice concentrate in the 
freezer. A couple of tablespoons with water in a wine glass and a slice of bread can be 
ready in a few minutes when the Lord calls the gathering to His table.  

God Stories ~ In Psalm 78 we’re admonished to pass along the stories of what God 
has done. Rather than always focus on the “precepts” of scripture spend some time in 
your group sharing your personal “God Stories.” Encourage each other, especially the 
children, by sharing stories of faith, provision, and adventure that you’ve had as you’ve 
followed the Lord. Whatever you call them—testimonies or God Stories—such accounts 
build faith and help folks get to know each other.                ~Contributed by Jody Mayhew 
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8 planted an infant church, and moved on), we and other elders that God is 
raising up locally (some of us have formal theological training but all are 
mature Christians) have been resourcing them, based on their individual 
needs. If they are younger in the faith, we are much more active with them. But 
because all of us need ongoing fellowship, oversight, and training, we prioritize 
fellowship gatherings and personal mentoring via meetings, visits, phone calls, 
and email, whether locally or from afar, similar to how Paul and Timothy did. 
       It's also important to note that with the worldwide growth of the House 
Church movement, additional fellowship, oversight, and training opportunities are 
available (written, personal coaching, educational, recorded, and online) from 
anywhere in the world. We keep a growing list of these helpful resources and 
make them available to anyone interested.  
       4) Fervent prayer, relating intimately with Jesus, and doing our spiritual 
warfare are our fourth major safeguard.  We can’t emphasize enough how 
much our people fervently pray, seek to relate intimately with Jesus, and do 
their spiritual warfare , which is yet another safeguard against the enemy who is 
seeking to steal, kill, and destroy all the saints (Jn 10:10; 2 Cor 10:3-5; Eph 6:10-
20; 1 Thess 5:17; Jas 4:7).  
       [These] are 4 major safeguards the Father has given us for exercising 
appropriate spiritual oversight to promote healthy growth and multiplication.  

~Contributed by Rich & Kimberly Hagler 
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Vancouver Northwest ~ Friday 6:30PM ~ Ed & Sue Kearney ~ Call for location. 
(360) 574-4964 ~ kearneys7@comcast.net We love to worship! 

The Koinonia Community ~ East Vancouver  ~ Carolyn Schultz-Rathbun 
Meet: Saturday or Sunday. Time & location Varies. Call for information 
(360) 892-1178 ~ Tobijah@aol.com 
We're just trying to do what “the Boss” tells us to do! 

Church of the Servant King ~ An intentional community in North Portland ~  
(503) 286-2330 ~ michaelmunk@earthlink.net 
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Refuge of Christ  & Pacific Christian Fellowship ~ Forest Grove, Pacific 
University Dave Miller or Andrew Mossbarger  ~ (503) 357-2431 
pcfdave@gmail.com   ~  themoss@juno.com 
An intentional community that focuses on spiritual development, service and 
ministry among university students.  

Simple*C ~ Beaverton. Vicinity of Hall & Allen. Sunday 10AM ~ Shawn Mitchell
(503) 705-2847 ~ Shawn@simplec.org ~ www.simplec.org ~ We’re part of a 
grassroots movement of people who want to rediscover the sincere faith and simple 
lifestyle of first century Christians within today’s American culture. We believe 
God’s love should shine most brightly in the midst of daily life, public and private.  
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Epic 1 ~ In West Vancouver at Mike & Lisa Morris - 8914 NW 15th Ave. 
Vancouver, WA 98661 - 360.448.7760 meeting Sunday at 4:30 p.m.  

Epic 2 ~ East Vancouver at Brent & Melissa Johnson's - 320 Charlotte Way, 
Vancouver, WA 98664, 503.348.2368 We meet at 4:30PM on Sundays. 



�����,���������� ������������,���������� ������������,���������� ������������,���������� �������� ���

Southside Samaritan House ~ In the vicinity of 60th & Flavel  
Meeting at the home of Jason & Danielle Maes 
Time: Tuesday nights at 6:00 PM 
Phone: (503) 775-6301 ~ E-mail: sssamaritanhouse@qwest.net 

Hilltop  ~ Oregon City  ~ Sunday 5:30 PM At Rod & Alison Hilkiah’s place.  
(503) 656-5236  ~ brotherrod_cog@hotmail.com         
(503) 650-9320   melaniehempel@earthlink.net 
Family friendly. We love going out together to enjoy the great outdoors!        

PDX Biblical Community (pdxbc) ~ Stark to Powell & 122nd to 182nd in SE 
Portland. Sunday evenings 5:30PM, contact Scott Olson for locations. 
scott@pdxbc.com ~ http://www.pdxbc.com. Portland Biblical Community is a 
missional, cruciform, restorative house church network proclaiming the gospel and 
engaging the poor incarnationally as we are transformed into Christ's image.  

Portland YWAM ~ Tuesday nights at 6:30 “family dinner” a time when all types 
of people from the community gather to share our lives & eat good food.  

2800 SE Powell ~ (503) 235-5336 ~ ywamportland@yahoo.com 

Simple *C ~ Tuesday 6PM ~ Wilsonville. Contact: taft@simplec.org 
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Isaiah 61 ~ Maywood Park ~ Sunday, 11:00 AM   
Rich & Kimberly Hagler ~ (503) 239-3860 ~ richhagler@comcast.net 
Body-life begins with an extended time of Spirit-led, spontaneous praise, worship, 
Scripture reading, prophetic words, and prayer to the Father, which then transitions 
into sharing and ministering to one another over what the Lord has been saying and 
doing in our lives as He disciples us. The gathering continues with a meal around 
the table and informal fellowship lasting into the late afternoon. 

69th Street Fellowship ~ Alternates  between Vancouver and SE Portland 
Sunday at 4:00 PM  ~ (971) 570-7587 (Albertson)  ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net 
69th Street Fellowship got its name because for a while we met in two places, one 
in Vancouver and one in Portland, both on 69th—a coincidence that cried out to be 
recognized. 

Southeast Fellowship ~ Fall schedule TBA this month. Vicinity of  SE 113th & 
Division. ~ Contact Galen Currah ~ 503.253.0931 ~  galen@currah.us  ~ Lots of 
free interaction. Prayers for all needs. Honesty welcomed. Bible application 
discussions. Send out participants on ministry trips. Communion during monthly 
supper meal. Love appreciated. Jesus expected 
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Epic 3 - In SE Portland at 7518 SE 69th Ave., Portland, OR 97206, 503.799.6736 
We meet at 1:00PM on Sundays.  



The fellowship 
spent a great evening together 
at the park for a spirited game 
of “no score” baseball.      

    
Batter up!!! 
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Andrew Anthony Shay, arrived on Monday, July 
9th at 12:27 am. He weighed in at 8 lbs. 13 oz. 
And measured 20 3/4 inches. It was a good home 
birth and Mike got to catch him! Andrew and 
mommy Jenessa are at left. Daddy, is trying to 
hold the camera steady.  

��������	��
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       Anybody recognize the rogues in the picture on 
the left? They’re part of the gang from Church of the 
Servant King, a local congregation and intentional 
community in North Portland, near Univ.of Portland. 
(See contact info in the Communities section.) 
       COSK has been in Portland since 1990 and is 
affiliated with several other like-minded faith 
communities, including another COSK congregation in 

Eugene, OR and the Church of the Sojourners in San Francisco.  
       The congregation’s membership, which includes singles and families, shares 
housing and resources and emphasizes covenant, commitment and community.  
       The congregational covenant of this fellowship includes the following:  
 

We affirm that our confession of Christ means that we will live out 
our discipleship in union with others, that together we are His body, 
that the church is God's tool for accomplishing His objective in the 
world. Together, we wish to be a light to the world showing His love. 

 

       Among their members are Mike & Hilda Munk who operate Windows 
Booksellers on the Multnomah campus (see ad on page 17).  

Church of the Servant King 
An intentional community in North Portland 
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Hilltop Sluggers: In the “BIG Inning!” 
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Worship & Prayer ~ Kathleen Thompson of the Downtown House of Prayer is 
available to facilitate prayer and worship.    
(503) 309-3336 ~ kscasa77@gmail.com 

Old Testament Characters ~ John Barnhill has studied the generations of 
Genesis. The study is helpful in understanding the connections in the Old 
Testament.  (503) 288-9148 ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net 

Church Planting & Missions ~ Galen Currah will share on planting of simple 
churches and about ministry in third world settings. Galen has traveled extensively 
worldwide. (503) 253-0931 ~ galencurrah@gmail.com 

Church Life or Genesis Study ~ Dan Mayhew. Nature and purpose of the 
church.  The biblical “big picture” based on a study of Genesis 3, 6 & 11.     
(503) 287-6905 ~ dan@summithome.org 

Submission or Walking in the Spirit or Intimacy with Jesus ~ Jody Mayhew.  
Teacher and Women’s Rep for International Renewal Ministries.  
(503) 287-6905 ~ Jody@summithome.org 

Five Fold Ministry Gifts  ~ Rob Robinson of EPIC teaches that everyone has one 
or more of the ministry gifts of Ephesians 4. Leadership ministry is for everyone. 
(360) 695-1558 ~ epicrob@msn.com 

Kids Fun  ~ Anna Rodgers will bring her puppets to share with the kids in your 
fellowship. Fun and learning for the young ones!  
(503) 771-1249 ~ stretchremark@yahoo.com 

Worship Dance ~ Alicia Tsiorba teaches therapeutic dance and can help home 
fellowships incorporate dance into gathered worship. Tsiorba@hotmail.com 

Proverbs ~ Kent Hempel teaches the Proverbs to kids and their parents. Call Kent 
at (503) 650-9320 or email him at khempel@ifanurseries.com 

How about you? ~ What skill or gift can you offer to the house churches in the 
area? Come on, now, don’t be shy. Contact Voices at cwscc@summithome.org. 
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11120 NE Halsey St. Portland, OR 97220  
503.252.5097      

http://pdxchiro.com 

Prayer & Intercession: Saturday  Sept 8th, 7-9:00 PM  This month at Mayhew’s 
4125 NE 78th Ave 97218  Ph: (503) 287-6905 NOTE: the change of day and place. 

Men’s Gathering: Alternate Wednesdays (Sept 5th & 19th) 7-9PM 
Mike Larkin’s 11901 NE Couch Portland, OR  97220 (503) 256-4909 

Study in Hebrews: Taught by the Mayhews. Beginning week of Sept. 17th. Women 
(Jody): Tues. Sept. 18,  10-11:30 AM. Men (Dan): Sat. Sept. 22,  8:30-10AM at 
Montavilla Baptist, 9204 SE Hawthorne, between Stark and Division.  

 ��$���0�1������ ��$���0�1������ ��$���0�1������ ��$���0�1������� ���

Elijah SR-Austen: Son of Lucy & Dan (Koinonia Fellowship) has multiple health 
issues including digestive and heart problems. Please pray for growth and health.  

Dave & Carmen Parish: On assignment in Central Asia, they are seeing some 
fruitfulness and want prayer for the harvest to be sincere without mixture.  

Multiplication : Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send workers. Luke 10.  

Car Maintenance 
& Minor Repairs  

Jason Maes  
(503) 665-6301 

���
���������
����
By Danielle Maes  
(503) 665-6301 

Events & Prayer Requests: Let us know of things that should be included in the next issue of 
Wilderness Voices. Send items to cwscc@summithome.org. Or, to get the word out more 
quickly, bulletins and blog entries may be posted directly to the Online House Church 
Community. The site is interactive, meaning that anyone who is registered can contribute 
information, schedule events and post comments. Sensitive material can be marked “private 
church only.” Also, if you have needs, or items you want to sell or give away, you can post 
those things in the “Sharing” section. You’ll need to sign up for a free MyChurch account and 
then join the community. The web address is www.MyChurch.org/summit.  

E4 (Ephesians 4) School of Theology: You are invited to join the fall session.  
Info: www.pdxbc.com/ click on “Teleios” or email Scott Olson [scott@pdxbc.com]): 
              Fall 2007 (starting Sept 16th and ending Dec 16th)  
              100 Re-Imagining the Church: Sundays 8AM-10AM 
              140 Spiritual Transformation: Sundays 10:15AM-12:15PM  
A minimum of two from a fellowship community must register because these are to 
be taken in community. Space limited.  
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Dave & Carmen Parish ~ MAF in Central Asia 
dparish@maf.org        MAF  
                                     PO Box 47  
                                     Nampa, ID 83653  
                                     www.maf.org 

Rick and Vickie Crosby ~ Health Clinic 
Oceanview, Hawaii ~  
Clinic project for the poor of the  Marshall Islander 
population.  
E-mail: vickie@oceanviewhealth.com   
Phone:(808)929-9425  

Jake and Charity Miller ~ Mexico Mission—Morelia, Mexico 
Work with an orphanage. Donation via: Summit Fellowships  
                                            PO 30835 Portland, OR 97294 ~  
jakeandcharity@gmail.com  
Local Contact: (503) 667-5584       

Ron & Karen Rohman  ~ $�(-$�'��>��$�(-$�'��>��$�(-$�'��>��$�(-$�'��>��� ���
	(+��2�+� �
��7�	��+� ��+-  +&	(+��2�+� �
��7�	��+� ��+-  +&	(+��2�+� �
��7�	��+� ��+-  +&	(+��2�+� �
��7�	��+� ��+-  +&� ���
Ministry to the streets of Portland & PSU ~~ 
(503) 236-4549  awakening1s@comcast.net  
www.awakening1s.net 

Dr. Galen Currah~ CVI Int’l ~ Church Planter Training 
Galen travels extensively in SE Asia. (503) 517-1912 ~ 
galencurrah@westernseminary.edu ~ Contributions via  
Community Vision Int’l  http://www.cvi2.org/galencurrah.html 
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Rich & Kimberly Hagler ~ CRM ~ (503) 239-3860 ~ 
richhagler@comcast.net ~  Serving Isaiah 61 the church that meets 
in their home. They are missionaries with Church Resource 
Ministries. Their passions are personal intimacy with Jesus; making 
disciples and training leaders to plant house churches in Portland 
and  beyond; praying for personal, city-wide, and national 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit leading to revival.  
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Mexico Mission Report: Morelia Orphans 
Jake & Charity Miller 

Hi Friends!��
       We're excited to be able to share some of 
the kids that live at the orphanage with you 
all.  One of the kids, Angel (the smaller kid in 
the pictures, on the left), asked if he could 
come to our house and have lunch with us 
some time.  I liked the idea immediately and 
planned a day that he could come with 
a friend.  Angel chose Adrian and they came 
and ate yesterday.  It was a blast!  We had a 
lot of fun, and they felt so special.  We ate 
hamburgers, french fries, cheetos, pop and ice cream (which is a big part of why it 
was such a blast).  They were so excited to come with us that they kept coming 
down to the house before lunch time.  It was really fun to be able to bless them in 
this way.  And it's a good way for us to start introducing you to the kids we have 
come to love here in Morelia.   

        Angel is 9 years old and was born with a 
cleft pallet.  He has had several surgeries and 
has many more to come to correct his mouth, 
nose and lips.  He's a sweet kid and we love 
him.  Pray for his upcoming surgeries and his 
future personality as he has had to deal with 
many people staring at him and treating him 
differently.  I hope he will find his acceptance 
and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ, as He 
will never let him down.  

       Adrian is 11 years old and was transferred to 
our institution from another institution.  He has had 
some major learning disabilities, but thanks to God 
has improved much in the last couple years.  God 
has helped us reach Adrian and he is changing 
slowly.  He is not so hyper-active now and is much 
more obedient.  Thank you Jesus!  You can pray for 
Adrian's future and ability to learn and pay 
attention in class.  
       Most of all we give thanks to our King Jesus, whom we try to honor in all we 
do, for giving us this place and ministry.  May we use His ability to reach these 
kids.  Pray for us in this aspect, that we lean on Jesus and not our own abilities to 
grow these kids.   

In the blessed and revered name of King Jesus, 
Jake & Charity  

Editor’s Note: The Millers are sent out by Isaiah 61. Support info on opposite page. 
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So over the past few months we've started a new group at our place. A big 
part of our group is the idea that there isn't only one leader, but that we all embrace 
the different giftings that God has given us and lead from those (see Rom. 12, Eph. 
4). My personality naturally has a problem with stepping back...I just don't do it 
well...and honestly, never have really tried! So the idea of not being the dominant 
leader-type is against the grain for me. So, for nearly all of January I just stopped 
planning stuff when our group would come around. This was mostly because I 
wanted to see what would happen and who would respond how, but it was also 
somewhat because I've felt pre-occupied with sorting out things in my mind lately. 
Three or four Sundays ago, a few of the guys came to the group and expressed 
frustration that things weren't more organized...I was glad they saw this because Jen 
and I were also frustrated that group didn't seem to be forming any direction...it was 
hard not to be defensive as I realized that their expectations of me were a bit 
different than I thought...But in the end this was a great learning lesson for me. I 
now realize that the whole, "Where there is no vision, people perish" thing is in the 
Bible for a reason...and I realize that God has made me to be me...and I need to use 
all that I am to serve and not be afraid of being too used...I can be life giving and 
inclusive of others without having to exclude myself—processing this is still a 
work in progress.  

Tonight I posed this issue: The reality is that right now most churches in 
Paris are reaching the same type of people...yet very few are really making an effort 
to be the Church for the millions of people who would never go to a 'normal' 
church. There continues to be a widening gap between the Church culture and 

'normal' culture and with every passing 
generation it only gets bigger. Somebody 
must be willing to radically rethink the way 
in which we think about Church and how it 
functions or we will 'worship service' our 
way into irrelevance. I challenged our group 
tonight to begin to ask the question: What 
will it take for us to be the Church and 
reveal the message of Jesus to the people in 
our lives who would never attend a 
traditional style church? It will be a very big 
challenge as most people here who are not a 
part of the Jesus traditions really don't know 

The (mis)Adventures of a House Church 
��9-*�.�+� �G�(-� =�%*+��+� �&*)34 �$�(-$� &��2��9- *&�
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Justin & Jen Powell are church planters with Christian Associates International. 
They work with Vintage Church and are in the process of starting various 
missional communities around the city, some in English and one in French. His 
blog is The Urban Idealist at   http://theurbanidealist.typepad.com 
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Scripture Picture: Philippians 4:13 NKJV ~ From Scripture Picture 
Bible ~ Vol. I & II. (pen & ink version) may be purchased for $10.00 each 
from                                        Dawn Rector  

7309 Pillsbury Ave South  
Richfield, MN  55423 
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8435 NE Glisan Street  
(on the campus of Multnomah Bible College & Biblical Seminary in Portland) 
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WE BUY USED BOOKS! 

and don't care much about it. The gap is already a monstrous one to cross. My hope 
is that we can be creative, be biblically guided, be bold, and be passionate about 
this effort.  
       On a recent trip back to the States one of our teammates was told that maybe 
they should just 'shake the dust off of their feet' as the people here are obviously 
unresponsive to the Gospel...That makes me want to puke. To think that Church has 
really done a good job in the past few hundred years of telling the true Gospel 
would be a far stretch...I believe that we have been trying to put the new wine 
(meaning the emerging generations of Europe) into old wineskins (non-inclusive 
and non-accessible models of Church) and they just can't hold it. We need new 
wineskins...and I'm privileged to be amongst my friends here discovering what that 
may be like here.  
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The pictures are a scripture. Each picture may sound like the word, or be a clue 
about it. Can you figure out the scripture? The answer is on the bottom of page 17. 
Thanks to Steve Schroepfer in Antigo, WI for sending “Scripture Pictures” to us.       

       Some years ago on a hot summer day in south Florida a 
little boy decided to go for a swim in the old swimming hole 
behind his house.  In a hurry to dive into the cool water, he 
ran out the back door, leaving behind shoes, socks, and shirt as he went.  He flew 
into the water, not realizing that as he swam toward the middle of the lake, an 
alligator was swimming toward the shore.  His mother in the house was looking out 
the window, and saw the two as they go closer and closer together. In utter fear, she 
ran toward the water, yelling to her son as loudly as she could.   
       It was too late. Just as she reached him, the alligator reached him.  From the 
dock, the mother grabbed her little boy by the arms just as the alligator snatched his 
legs. That began an incredible tug-of-war between the two.  The alligator was much 
stronger than the mother, but the mother was much too passionate to let go. 
        A farmer happened to drive by, heard her screams, he raced from  his truck 
with his rifle, took aim and shot the alligator. 
       After weeks and weeks in the hospital, a newspaper reporter who interviewed 
the boy, asked if he would show him his scars.  The boy lifted his pant legs, his legs 
were extremely scarred by the vicious attack of the alligator.  And then, with 
obvious pride, he said to the reporter, "Want to see something cool?"  He removed 
his shirt and on his arms were deep scars and scratches where his mother's 
fingernails dug into his flesh in her effort to hang on to the son she so dearly loved. 
Again, with pride, he said, "Look at my arms.  I have great scars on my arms, too.  I 
have them because my mom wouldn't let go!  That's how much she loves me!"    
       You and I can identify with that little boy.  We have scars, too. The scars of a 
painful past. Some of those scars are unsightly and have caused us deep regret. But, 
some wounds,  are because God has refused to let go.  In the midst of your struggle, 
He's been there holding on to you. With Christ in your life, you  have become a 
child of God. He wants  to protect you and provide for you. Sometimes we 
foolishly wade into dangerous situations, forgetting the enemy is waiting to attack.  
That's when the tug-of-war begins; and if you have the scars of His love on your 
arms be very, very grateful. He did not—He will not—let you go.  

Do You Have Scars?  
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       This morning Matt, one of the pastors at our gathering, and I met to discuss 
what's happening in our body, plans for the fall, and basically how things are going. A 
phrase Matt said stuck out from the conversation that was worth remembering: 
��

Our worst housegathering is our best housegathering. 
 

       Matt described how some house gatherings really struggle. We gather in homes 
as missional orders in the geographical neighborhoods. Part of the missional order is 
to be with people that we don't choose to be with but rather are with in geographical 
proximity. Part of the missional journey then is learning how to talk share, support, 
pray for and edify people that are different than you.  
       Sometimes, especially at the beginning, it is not a feel good time, a comfortable 
time or even an enjoyable experience. And so, as we were talking between us, we 
thought of times, when someone had to be challenged more than once to stick with a 
housegathering. Often people are challenged to rethink the instinct to leave something 
'which just isn't clicking.' Many times we pastors might be thinking "this house 
gathering is our most dysfunctional gathering." Age group differences, lack of affinity 
between people, even theological differences make a missional house gathering a 
struggle in our suburban culture where people are so accustomed to choosing their 
friends.  
       We'd find ourselves saying this is our worst housegathering. But then a major 
breakthrough, some trust, and the true story of someone would come out in said 
housegathering and incredible learning, healing and a heart for mission would burst 
forth. The maintaining of the difference in the composition of the house gathering 
was the very thing that made it a place for learning how to love. Something 
unimaginable, something profoundly deep, life expanding and mission inspiring 
would take place. IN OTHER WORDS, IT IS THE HOUSEGATHERING 
STRUGGLING THE MOST WITH DIFFERENCE, our worst housegathering that 
would become our best housegathering. And it was the preserving of difference that 
made way for such a missional order of community where a.) people can learn to love 
the other and b.) become places of hospitality, ministry and service for Christ's 
mission. 

The Worst Best Housegathering  
By David Fitch  

From http://www.reclaimingthemission.com 

—David Fitch is an author, blogger and pastor of Life on the Vine, a missional church 
in the Northwest suburbs of Chicago. He writes  articles on church, culture and 
theological ethics in journals as diverse as the Journal of the Academy for 
Evangelism in Theological Education, Discernment, Pastoral Psychology and the 
Journal of Christian Education. Most recently he published The Great Giveaway: 
Reclaiming the Mission of the Church from American Business, Para-Church 
Organizations, Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism and Other Modern Maladies 
(Baker Books, 2005) 
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