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FromSmall Church, Big Vision
By Lynn Green & Chris Forster

The Bible is quite clear that the Lord has a plan. It
starts before the beginning of time and concludes in
eternity. It starts with a couple commissioned to ‘fill up
the earth’ and ends with people from every tribe, tongue,
people and nation praising Jesus. It starts in a garden
which contains gold, precious stones and pearl and ends
in a city built out of those same raw materials. In the
New Testament the church is presented as integral to
this plan.

The first chapter of Ephesians goes to deaiths
to convey that salvation in Jesus is not an afiaght
aimed at fixing a faulty world made in only six day
Things are the way they are because of certairceband
plans God laid down before the foundation of thelavo
(Eph 1:4-5). In particular, Paul refers to thispdes God's
oikonomia(Eph 1:10), translated 'plan’, 'administration’
or 'dispensation'Oikonomiacomes from the word for
'house' or ‘'household’ and refers to the plan or
arrangements by which a household is managed. Erom
we get the word 'economics'. Paul then refers & th
Church as God's household oikeois, giving us the
word 'ecumenical’ to refer to the wider Church.

In other words, the mission of the Church is péart o
God's predetermined plan for creation to reacprises-
tined fulfillment in a union of creator and creaycCol
1:20). God's purpose for this world is fulfilled ®pd's plan

for his Church, to whom he has entrusted the wdrk o
(Continued on page 2)

Not forgiving is like|
drinking rat poison
and then waiting
for the rat to die.

~Anne Lamot
Traveling Mercies
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(Continued from page 1)

reconciliation (2 Cor 5:17-21). The image of Gotisusehold economy
being stewarded by the 'household community' agdsdepth to many of
Jesus' Kingdom parables, which picture God as @wnielg head of the
household settling accounts with hisge
administrators.

The image of the perfect wife being
diligent and shrewd household manager i
the last verses of Proverbs is given n
meaning when God's purpose of union al
reconciliation is depicted in Revelation as
marriage. God'plan for the human race i
dependent on his Church being what it
supposed to be and growing to its full statui
His plan needs the whole Church to take t
whole gospel the whole world, and the
means that every local church should |
actively involved in the Great Commission...

The command, ‘Go therefore and man.
disciples of all nations’ restores the ability itbup the earth with God's image.
Jesus’ statements, ‘all authority has been givemeto.” ‘cast out demons, heal the
sick, pick up serpents..." [these] restore our aifyhoker creation. The broken
image has been restored and man is free againdmbavhat he was intended to
be...As the Church gets on with the Great Commisssmd's plan for all of
humanity is being realized.

The pictures are a scripture. Each picture may dédilke the word, or be a clue

about it. Can you figure out the scripture? Thengnds on the bottom of page 7.

Thanks to Steve Schroepfer in Antigo, WI for sendiBcripture Pictures” to us
Hint: What's the opposite dfam’




Intentional First Steps
By Dan Mayhew

Many of us who are Christians and not supportivéhefreligious right
are not on the left either. In fact, we are opposedny politicization of
the Gospels by any party, Democratic or Republidgnpartisan black
churches or partisan white ones. "My kingdom is abthis world,"
Jesus insisted. What part of that do we not undeds

~Andrew Sullivan, “My Problem with Christi@m.” Time Magazine.

Indeed, what part of the Master's words don't weenstand? His kingdom
is not of this world. It is of the world to comedawe, the "in-betweeners" who
are releasing our hold on this dying planet, neetdke hold of the future legacy,
not by shoring up the sagging timbers of the w&nhdjdom, but by lifting up the
sagging arms of the refugees from it.

That kind of action doesn't come from thp tiown or the outside in; it
comes from within and among. We who are called olutthe world are
responsible for doggedly invading it by making agd for the lost and the
wandering; the hopeless and the confused; theattidnand the estranged. |
guess I'm making a pitch for community among theisTHollowers. That kind
of community is built on the outskirts of culturdnile remaining in the midst of
society. It takes time and intentionality that mmpiossible if we are too
preoccupied with manipulating and adjusting theldveystem.

A few days ago, Jody and | were discusdiregchallenges of living like the
church of the New Testament. We weren't tryingigmre out how to become
like the first century church organizationally, bhaw to better understand what
we have called "discipleship." Clearly, the relatbip that caused a leap into
faith like the church experienced in the New Testanwent far beyond an hour
a week for breakfast and a fill-in-the-blanks Bim@rkbook. "Discipleship"
happened because of relationship and common pyrposéo mention a daily
reliance on one another and on the power of Godchvid that experience was
the result of the society and culture in which thearly Christ followers lived.
Now, in order to experience the same result we havimtentionally choose
those qualities—they aren't a natural outcome @fthiture we're in.

Discussion of the zeal and devotion of thdyechurch and the challenge of
authentic relationship always provokes the sametiteain a group: relationship
and community sound good, but who has the timehfar kind of interpersonal
investment? The answer is, very few of us do. Amat's where intentionality
comes in. If we don't make the time for relatiopsind community we will not
experience the spiritual depth and maturity of fovefathers in the faith.

So, what does a community like that loole#ikWhat steps must be taken to
experience it? Desiring to grow in our relationshijh the Father, in part by
drawing from our relationship with our brethrenaisirst step. But that step, and
all that come after, won't happen by accident.illtlvave to be placed at the top
of our priority list.



Encouraged by House Churches

By Floyd McClung, founder, All Nations

There are over three billion people on our plankbwave never
heard the name of Jesus one time. There remairsdhds of
people groups that have not been reached with tloel gews of
God's love. Poverty, corruption, preventable dissasnd famine
have turned whole countries and continents to riie. are stirred to face these
challenges with faith in God’s goodness and obexi¢a his commands.

| believe the church of Jesus Christ istthpe of the world. Some would say
that leaves out Jesus, that he alone is the hopheofvorld. Not at all! Jesus
himself chose the church to be his answer to thidigoneeds. Anything good that
comes through the church is from Jesus.

| believe the church has been commissioneédpond with Jesus compassion
to the physical challenges of the world, and thedyoews of the cross to the
spiritual challenges. | believe in sharing God’sdawith two hands, one hand with
food, medicine and clean water, and the other dtidthe message of God’s love.

Because | love the church and have servecctiurch for a total of seventy
years, | am in no way prepared to give up on theadh She has needs. She has
weaknesses. And yes, she is hopeless without J8@sushe is his bride, his family,
and we love her because of that. | love the whblgrah, big and small, black and
white, rich and poor, young and old. | am excitedw& house churches, but not to
the exclusion of the rest of the body of Christyds are looking for someone that
hammers and criticizes the institutional church, d@anominations, or mega-
churches, | am the wrong man for you.

| am excited about house churches becausBsGpirit is moving through
them to touch our planet. Those are not just wovdlsat is happening around the
world right now through house church movementspictacular. The tremendous
growth of house churches world-wide has caught ttsnton. There is probably
no more significant factor in the growth of the dtuworld-wide than the re-
discovery of the power of small, simple, easily rogfucible churches. God is
breathing on this form of church, and we should g@igntion.

| am not saying there are a few thousandséaothurches worldwide, and
therefore | would like to see the same thing hagpexorth America or Europe. |
am saying that tens of millions of people are canim Christ through hundreds of
thousands of small, simple churches in Africa, Asiad Latin America. | am
jealous that my own nation and the nations of teetbping world experience the
same blessing.

The principles that make small, simple chesc work well also help
individuals grow spiritually. They produce ownegshaccountability, spontaneity,
involvement, responsibility and growth in peoplies.

| believe God has a big dream, but | ald@éefe he builds his church one life,
one family and one small church community at a tim#o, dream big dreams, but
| have learned to build well | must “build smallhe maturity and effectiveness of
any movement of lasting impact can be measuredbydifective it is in fostering
a culture of small groups that effectively functias church for the people.
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| am excited about the house church modedibee that is where God’s spirit
is moving around the world today. And no wonder.siiof those who have never
heard the good news about Jesus live in countlised to traditional expressions
of Sunday oriented, building driven churches. B tthurch is going to reach the
three billion poor people of our planet who live small villages and crowded
cities, it will not be through program driven, peeional clergy models of
Western church.

But it is not a model of church that excitas, but what the Spirit of God
does in people’s lives when they discover the Nestdment principles of doing
church in small communities. It is those principleat are the engine that powers
the house church model, not the model itself. Thesiciples are not
complicated, and they don't require a theologiadliation to figure them out.
They are woven all through the story of the churcthe book of Acts. And they
permeate the house church movement world-side.

With this in mind, | have given my life to train wtth planters to go the
unreached and believe God to use them to give hotla church planting
movement of small, simple, grass roots churches.

Floyd & Sally McClung are founders &l Nations Family. All Nations is
a family of like-minded people. It is a missiomgeiacy that trains and suppolts
church planters and offers assistance to churchest @ganizations to develcp
their missional church planting focus. The visidnAtl Nations is to spread the
worship of Jesus to the most neglected peoplefefearth through holistiz
church planting movements.

All Nations’ believes the best means teeap the worship of Jesus anhd
achieve lasting impact in peoples lives is to fellthe same approach as the
early church apostles. They made disciples, traidedders and planted
churches. They raised up leaders who led movemehtsew believers as
churches grew and multiplied.

All Nations’ strategy for achieving lastimgpact is based on four kingdcm
paradigms of mission:
- Holistic spirituality - doing church in every spleeof life for God's glory
- Simple church - small, easily reproducible churches
- Apostolic and relational leadership - visionary teas who lead with
vision and the word of the Lord
- Incarnational mission - living among people we aa#led to reach

More information is available atww.allnations.usor by mail at
All Nations Family, PO Box 55, Grandview, MO 64030



Apostles in the New Testament

By Galen Currah, D. Miss.

There are at least four kinds of apostles inNlesv Testament,
Jesus himself, the Twelve, church planters, arsgfapostles.

Paul and his companions seem to have used moretigamodel themselves.
Sent out from Antioch, they made disciples in vasiaities, appointing elders and
moving on. At Ephesus, Paul became a trainer dlloburch planters, resulting
in many congregations throughout the Province ddABventually, he spent long
periods writing training materials in the form gfigtles.

In this business, there is an abiding tension betvte/o perspectives:

Those who plant churches and so become recognizempastles and
evangelists.

Those who want to appoint apostles and limit chyoleimting to those
specially designated persons.

The first perspective is more common in church ftghmovements wherein
most cells and congregations are started by evistgeind local residents, after
the first two or three had been planted by an &mo3the second perspective
resembles more the denominational and para-chuis$ianary agency that wants
educate high-quality workers who can control stiest finances and doctrine.
This latter approach works well but proves too stelrere millions are perishing.

There are yet other schemes by which to underdtanépostolic role. One
that | like camps not on word definitions but oross-cultural considerations,
which are often lacking in the writings of mono{twhl North Americans
fascinated with categories. From a cross cultugabkpective, an apostle is one
who carries the gospel to another socio-culturahmanity, like Paul to the
Gentiles, and there starts the first few cells @ngregations. Thereafter,
evangelists carry the gospel to other agglomersatiwithin their socio-cultural
community, entering the home of a child of peacengtthey plant a church. In
those agglomerations, local shepherds help the efjoBp spread to other
households and extended families wherein they starty cells. Finally, teachers,
prophets and deacons move about amongst the steflagthening believers.

My own conviction, and | would accept to be coregcon this, is that anyone
is authorized by Jesus to plant churches and torstav cell groups, regardless of
their gifting and organizational office. Those gidtas apostles should follow
Jesus' guidance towards other socio-cultural contiman Evangelists should
multiply cells and congregations locally. And shepls should keep forming new
cells as fast as the Lord adds new believers. pasg, even unbelievers can start
churches, provided that they are willing to be tdug obey Jesus.

Dr. Currah served 12 years as a church planter inAffica. In the 1980s, he served as
communications support consultant to rural communi¢évelopment programs in Africa,
and in the 1990s as a social research consultaig. dénsulting work has taken him to
countries in Africa, Asia and Europe. Galen holtisee advanced degrees, including a
doctorate in missiology. He presently serves asiraddj professor of missions at Western
Seminary and frequently travels to Asia to traitid@rs in simple church principles.
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Church of the City~ You may be small in number, but the fellowship in
your home is still a part of the church of the cifjhe idea of isolated
congregations isn’'t a new testament concept. The Nestament talks about the
churchesin various cities. Recognized leaders (elderacdes, and such) were
nearly always associated with the cities in whibleyt served. So, look for
opportunities to encourage the church in your oithether it meets simply or
according to the more traditional model.

Inquire of friends how you might pray for their ebb. (Then pray!)
Send encouraging “prayer notes” to local pastors.

Show up to a local church service together.

Plan joint celebrations with other simple churches.

Ask if you can drop in on a sister simple churchfédlowship.
Send a fellowship gift to another simple churchi€gert or card, maybe

~

Unity is intentional. It doesn’t happen by accidéviaybe that's why the Lord
said, “a newcommandmentgive you...love one another..”

Stone Soup-~ It may come as a surprise, but having a meattegésn't about
the food, it's about being together. So, why nokené “easy-schmeezy.” If you
meet in the afternoon or evening (brunch mightwartk) toss out your visions of
culinary excellence and try this: The host fanplyts on a big pot of rice. One
person brings a loaf of French bread; everybody atgees to bring a small can
of vegetable soup. As people arrive, the soup aateémis added to the rice and in
a few minutes you can be talking around the tdblain’'t The Ritz, but, like we
said, it isn’t about the food. So, pass the bréai) look! Somebody brought| a
bag of salad! Now, did anyone bring a package e@o®ifor dessert?

D

Whose Side are You On? Those that meet simply should not define
themselves by what they are against but by what #éne for, namely Jesus and
his people. Negativity breeds failure in home felbips.

Scripture Picture:John 15:16b KJV ~From Scripture Picture Bible~
Vol. | & Il. (pen & ink version) may be purchased $10.00 each from
Dan Rector
7309 Pillsbury Ave South
Richfield, MN 55423




Sharing the Load~ Some home church hosts make the mistake of treating

the gathering in their home as a “company dinnérftien folks arrive the hosts
have the table set and the food laid out. You aarthdt once or twice, but over
the long hall, it is the rare host family that wiké able to keep up the pace, even
if hospitality is a special joy for you.

Better to let the brethren help. Don't &t table before they arrive. Instead,
let the first folks though the door help. Make sthvey know that any assistance
they can bring is welcome. Table setting, food prafion, clean-up are all part|of
“the ministry.” Everybody has a job they can doemthe kids (some with adult
supervision). If you are the regular host househiblchay be the only way you
can keep from feeling burdened. And there is atgeide benefit: lots of
wonderful talking and fellowship happens in theckén while the work gets
done. There is a downside: “Oh, here’s the big spdmw, how did it get in the
towel drawer...?” Three guesses...

Now, what do we do? At a recent conference, Tony & Felicity

Dale, of House2Houseshared a tool they use for prompting

discussion in a house church gathering. The gréwoses a portion

of scripture to go over together, and then dividpsnto threes. Each
small group starts reading and looking for “castiléarrows”, or
“question marks.” If you got a new insight from athyou read,
you've found acandleor if you prefer, “a light bulb went on in my
head.” If you get “nailed” (the Christian-eze temmight be
“convicted”) you've found ararrow. Or, if you're not

sure what something means, you fourgliastion markOf course, if a

light goes on or you take an arrow in the heastaar have questions, it

makes a great starting place for discussion.

3 ‘Cs’ of Simple Churches~ In real estate there are three ‘Ls’: Location,
location and location. In simple church communities, there are three’:’
Communicationcommunicationandcommunication One of the challenges of a
group of small groups is to keep aware of one atoth traditional church may
rely on the weekly announcements at the churchiceebwut in a network of home
churches those kind of multi-group gatherings aage.r For that reason
communication is important. Phone calls, emailderimet lists and social
networking sites (like MyChurch.org) can be valeatools to see that all
informed about needs, activities and goals. So,enak extra effort to get the
word out. Use smoke signals and pigeons if neethiitetalk it up out there!

LT e e e et e e rerererer e et eretrererereretrerereny
Help! Help! ~ We, here aVoicesare running out of cool ide
for doing simple church. We're getting dangerously close t
peating ourselves and also being redundant. Do you hawv
great ideas for doing church together? Send ‘em along,
The address is cwscc@summithome.org.

ya

Illﬁ

re-
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Worship & Prayer ~ Kathleen Thompson of the Downtown House of Prager i
available to facilitate prayer and worship.
(503) 309-3336 ~ kscasa77@gmail.com

Old Testament Characters ~ John Barnhill has studied the generations of
Genesis. The study is helpful in understanding to@nections in the Old
Testament. (503) 288-9148 ~ barnhill@sysmatrix.net

Church Planting & Missions ~ Galen Currah will share on planting of simple
churches and about ministry in third world settin@alen has traveled extensively
worldwide. (503) 253-0931 ~ galencurrah@gmail.com

Church Life or Genesis Study ~Dan Mayhew. Nature and purpose of the
church. The biblical “big picture” based on a stud Genesis 3, 6 & 11.
(503) 287-6905 ~ dan@summithome.org

Islam & Ministry to Muslims ~ By a brother who has traveled extensively in
Muslim nations and will share about his journeyd about ministry to Muslims.
Info—(503) 287-6905 or CWSCC@summithome.org

Submission or Walking in the Spirit or Intimacy with Jesus ~Jody Mayhew.
Teacher and Women'’s Rep for International Renewaldtties.
(503) 287-6905 ~ Jody@summithome.org

Five Fold Ministry Gifts ~ Rob Robinson of EPIC teaches that everyone has one
or more of the ministry gifts of Ephesians 4. Laatigo ministry is for everyone.
(360) 695-1558 ~ epicrob@msn.com

Kids Fun ~Anna Rodgers will bring her puppets to share withkids in your
fellowship. Fun and learning for the young ones!
(503) 771-1249 ~ stretchremark@yahoo.com

Worship Dance ~Alicia Tsiorba teaches therapeutic dance and cimhmme
fellowships incorporate dance into gathered worshgorba@hotmail.com

Proverbs ~Kent Hempel teaches the Proverbs to kids and pagents. Call Kent
at (503) 650-9320 or email him at khempel@ifanuesecom
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Dr. Galen Currah~ Vi Intl ~ Church Planter Training
Galen travels extensively in Southeast Asia.

(503) 517-1912 ~ galencurrah@westernseminary.edu
Contributions via Community Vision Int’l
http://www.cvi2.org/galencurrah.html

Rick and Vickie Crosby ~ Mission Aloha—Oceanview,
Hawaii ~ Clinic project among the Marshall Islander populath.
E-mail: vickie@oceanviewhealth.com

Phone:(808)929-9425

Jake and Charity Miller ~Mexico Mission—Morelia, Mexico
Work with an orphanage.
Article on Page 11.
Donation via:
Summit Fellowships PO 30835 Portland, OR 97294 ~
jakeandcharity@gmail.com

Local Contact: (503) 667-5584

Dave & Carmen Parish~MAF in Central Asia
dparish@maf.org

MAF PO Box 47

Nampa, ID 83653

www.maf.org

Ron & Karen Rohman ~$(-$' ?
+2+ 7 + + +&

Ministry to the streets of

Portland & PSU ~~ (503) 236-4549
awakeningls@comcast.net
www.awakeningls.net

Rich & Kimberly Hagler ~ CRM ~ (503) 239-3860 ~

richhagler@juno.com ~ On permanent assignment
serving Isaiah 61 the church that meets in

their home. They are missionaries with Church
Resource Ministries . Their three passions are

personal intimacy with Jesus; making disciples
and training leaders to plant house churches
in Portland and beyond; praying for a
personal, city-wide, and national outpouring

of the Holy Spirit leading to revival.
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The Place of Intercession

From Ron & Karen Rohman, Urban Missionaries

When the weather is good | am able to watknf our house to downtown
Portland. | use this hour as a prayer walk for ditg and for the Northwest. As |
walk across the Hawthorne bridge on the way into
downtown Portland there is a place where | am able
to see a panorama of the city. | can stop and took
the south, the west, the north, and to the easpemd
for the city and the surrounding region. When the
weather is clear | can see Mt. St. Helens and Mt.

Hood as | proceed across the Willamette River en th
bridge.

As | look at the tall buildings and the fréeway
| am aware of a city filled with people and much
activity and sense the great need of souls to twirn
Jesus. | also become aware of how very, very shaati as one person walking into
a city filled with thousands and thousands of pea@arching for answers to simple
questions of the who, what, when, where, and whietya Questions such as: “Who
am | and why am | here?” “What is the meaningifef’ “When will | understand
my purpose for living?” “Who is God?” “Where igdiven and how can | get there?”

As | walk across the bridge | am aware tha@lk as an intercessor and | am
reminded of a verse which has motivated me throughw life in PortlandAnd |
sought for a man among them, that should make ehédge, and stand in the gap
before me for the land, that | should not desttobut | found none.(Ez.22:30)

Even though | am but one small man walkintg ia
city of a few hundred thousand souls | can make a
difference as | stand in the gap before the Lorteimalf
of the city or the land of the Pacific Northwe#nd if
this is true for me it is also true for you. Whezethe
Lord has called you to “stand in the gap” you make
difference in that “land” where you stand beforarHi
Your land may be at work, or school, in your famity
in your neighborhood.. It could be all of these.heT
important thing to realize is that you matter, tigau
make a difference, when you “stand in the gap” kefo
the Lord on behalf of others.
Intercession is not complicated. It origegin the
secret place in our heart where we meet with Him
(Psalm 91:1). Wherever | am | am conscious of phase of intercession. When | am
in a church meeting, in Pioneer Courthouse Squarat Portland State University |
am aware of this place of intercession, this plafcéstanding in the gap” before the
Lord. | am often aware of this place of intercessivhen | lay down to sleep or
awaken in the morning. Even though | often pre&agen-air”, | actually spend
most of my time in quietness and confidence befloeel ord. (Isaiah 30:15) It is the
Holy Spirit working in me and through me. | amtjiis vessel, His vessel of clay.
And the same is true for you. He works in us ohalfeof others. He gives the grace
to love the one in front of us.
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Refuge of Christ & Pacific Christian Fellowship~ Forest Grove, Pacific
University Dave Miller or Andrew Mossbarger ~ (503) 357-2431
pcfdave@gmail.com ~ themoss@juno.com

An intentional community with that focuses on gpial development, service and
ministry among university students.

The Journey~ Beaverton, Aloha, Hillsboro ~ Randy Kinnison 633267.3257
randy@thejourneywc.com http://www.thejourneywc.¢om

The Journeys a Simple, Missional Christian Community serviigshington
County. Our purpose is to proclaim the gospel sfideChrist to the nations.

Simple*C ~ Beaverton. Vicinity of Hall & Allen. Sunday 10AM Shawn Mitchell
(503) 705-2847 ~ Shawn@simplec.org ~ www.simpler-okVe're part of a
grassroots movement of people who want to redisateesincere faith and simple
lifestyle of first century Christians within todayAmerican culture. We believe
God’s love should shine most brightly in the midktlaily life, public and private.

$ ! %#

Isaiah 61~ Maywood Park -Sunday, 11:00 AM

Rich & Kimberly Hagler ~ (503) 239-3860 ~ richhagfjuno.com

Body-life begins with an extended time of SpiritHespontaneous praise, worship,
Scripture reading, prophetic words, and prayehéoRather, which then transitions
into sharing and ministering to one another oveatwhe Lord has been saying and
doing in our lives as He disciples us. The gatlgeciontinues with a meal around
the table and informal fellowship lasting into faée afternoon.

69th Street Fellowship~ Alternates between Vancouver and SE Portland
Sunday at 4:00 PM ~ (971) 570-7587 (Albertsorharnhill@sysmatrix.net

69th Street Fellowship got its name because fohisewve met in two places, one
in Vancouver and one in Portland, both on 69theiagidence that cried out to be
recognized.

Southeast Fellowship- Sunday at 7:00 PM. Vicinity of SE 113th & Divsi. ~
Contact Galen Currah ~503.253.0931 ~ galen@cuwsahLots of free inter-
action. Prayers for all needs. Honesty welcomelleBapplication discussions.
Send out participants on ministry trips. Commurdoning monthly supper meal.
Love appreciated.
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Vancouver Northwest~ Friday 6:30PM ~ Ed & Sue Kearney ~ Call for lacat
(360) 574-4964 ~ kearneys7@comcast.net We loventship!

The Koinonia Community ~ East Vancouver ~ Carolyn Schultz-Rathbun
Meet: Saturday or Sunday. Time & location Varieall @r information
(360) 892-1178 ~ Tobijah@aol.com

We're just trying to do what “the Boss” tells usdio!

EPIC Wineskins— Everyday People Imaging Christ
Epic 1-In N. Portland at Mike & Lisa Morris' - 503 285-89Thu. @ 6:30 PM
Epic 2-In Vancouver at Brent & Melissa Johnson's 360 6089 Sunday @ 5:00

Church of the Servant King ~ An intentional community in North Portland ~
(503) 286-2330 ~ michaelmunk@earthlink.net

Southside Samaritan House- In the vicinity of 60th & Flavel
Meeting at the home of Jason & Danielle Maes

Time: Tuesday nights at 6:00 PM

Phone: (503) 775-6301 ~ E-mail: sssamaritanhousez@uet

Portland YWAM ~ Tuesday PM dinner and hang-out. Close-in on SkEeRo
Contact AP ap.in.ywam@gmail.com .

PDX Biblical Community ~ Vicinity of Southeast 143rd & Powell. Contacib8c
Olson for times and locations. scott@ pdxbc.comtp:Mtwww.pdxbc.com/

pdxbc is a missional, cruciform house church nekveargaging the world in which
we live with the gospel while walking in the goodnks that God has prepared for
us beforehand.

Hilltop ~ Oregon City ~Sunday 5:30 PM At Rod & Alison Hilkiah's place.
(503) 656-5236 ~ brotherrod_cog@hotmail.com

(503) 650-9320 melaniehempel@earthlink.net

Family friendly. We love going out together to enjbe great outdoors!

Simple *C ~ Tuesday 6PM ~ Wilsonville. Contact: taft@simpteg.
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The Fine Art of “Doing Church” ~ By Deborah Vaughan

Our small group is consistently over 30 geapith close to 20 kids. We can
honestly say that we have never been apart of g tolelievers that is so seeking
the Lords will. My husband summed it up best Bishday when he talked about
their servant’s hearts. One of our members wagpegthim to make him a coffee
and he didn't want any. Her response was "Butrtwaserve you."

| have never been more ministered to or
encouraged by any other group of believers. livece
weekly e-mails of people who have been praying
diligently for our family and have felt a burden Ittt
us up. Today a woman | hardly know asked to drop by
for an hour. She simply wanted to drop off some
shacks and a magazine and give me some words ¢
encouragement. Several have offered to help unpack
babysit, and bring us food. Weekly different pecgd&
me if there is something they can to for us to a&tmaneed. It is incredibly
overwhelming. | am humbled by their servant’s kear

Every time we meet we talk about how we hgug feet to our faith". We
have been talking about having an eternal persgectind that we are called to
love and serve. The stories are so encouragidge couple shared about their son
who is attending UC Davis. He and his bible stgdyup have been challenged to
put feet to their faith. They prayed and felt tedninister to the frat houses. Every
Saturday morning they go door to door and ask éfytban clean up after their
parties. They wipe up vomit, clean toilets, efthe frat houses keep asking them
what the catch is and they keep replying they simgdnt to love them. Several
frat guys have begun attending the bible studytpu§igure them out.

We have heard so many stories of non-Christiseeking our people out for
prayer. Some have co-workers than have renewei Ittve for the Lord because
of the love they have been shown.

Our small group has felt a strong leadingetach the community. We prayed
for about two months about it and felt that we needrop one of our meetings and
instead work at the homeless soup kitchen. Ourmvearked 4 hours on Saturday.
What an amazing experience. We fed over 50 homedesl had some good
conversations with them. The kids brought themdfolsanded out drinks, and
cleaned up afterwards. It was a huge undertakinnghere was not one complaint
from anyone in our group. We had such a good timeking side by side.

The ladies in our group meet on Monday riginid have invited women from
other churches to attend. It is a very interestirig of age and denomination but
we have a strong bond. This last Monday, a girbvid in a verbally abusive
relationship confessed her bitterness and angee. kBows that God will deal with
her husband in Hs own time but she is trapped bybitéerness. Another girl
confessed an angry spirit. She is a very swekbgirhas a hidden temper that can
be abusive at times. The freedom they experiernvasl breathtaking. It is
refreshing to have transparency and confessioridofen things among the body.
Isn't that how we are supposed to function!!

Now that you know these things, you will be bledsgol do them ~ John 13:17
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A novel
by William P. Young, Windblown Media: 2007

When the imagination of a writer and the passiora @dheologian cross-fertilize

the result is a novel on the order of The Shacks Bhok has the potential to do
for our generation what John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Bress did for his. It's that

good

~Eugene Peterson Professor Emeritus of Spiritual Theology, Regeallege,
Vancouver, B.C. Editor ofhe Message

As | told the author, who is a friend of miand a Portland resident, any writer
would walk a mile barefoot over broken glass fattkind of endorsement—from
Eugene Peterson, no less!

So, what so impressed the learned professbinterpreter ofThe Messadel
had to find out, so | got hold of a paste-up capyf Paul and read it.

You should, too.

As | tell you the premise of the book youymregonder why. The story unfolds
around a man called Mackenzie Allen Phillips (whaséals, not coincidentally
according to Paul, spell “map”). Mack endures evparent's most terrifying
nightmare: his ten-year-old daughter is kidnappedind a family outing in
northeastern Oregon. Later, evidence of her brotatder is discovered in an
abandoned shack deep in the wilderness. After j@ars of bitter regret and
bottomless grie—th&reat SadnessMack receives a mysterious note, apparently
from God, inviting him to return to the shack fowaekend. Mack’s journey to the
place of his darkest nightmares is the story thatld inThe Shack

To quote the back cover of the book: In arldvovhere religion seems
increasingly irrelevant, this book wrestles witte thmeless question, “Where is
God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain?’eTénswers that emerge in one
mystical and marvelous weekend will delight andtaes you. The Shacks an
invitation to the hurting, the lost, the seekirftg tveary, or the joyful child of God
to come and rest within a circle of friends unliéey other —the circle of friends
that is our loving “Papa” God. You will finish thisook knowing that no matter
where you are and how you got there, your heavEather is especially fond of
you. And in a world that has more than enough gdetibt and desperation, that is
a blessed relief.

Prepare to be startled from time to timengldhe way, but the images that
unfold on the journey are worth the trip. You mage want to do it again!

The book is in “pre-release”, that is it'gifg distributed word-of-mouth.
General distribution in bookstores, Amazon and oth&il and online sources will
be in the fall of 2007. Until then you can ordepias directly from Windblown
Media atwww.theshackbook.com The cover price is $14.99 plus shipping. |
have a limited number of copies, too. | know selvéiands who have endured a
Great Sadnessf their own who will be receiving 8he Shacks a gift.

Contributed by Dan Mayhew
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